OUR STORY
In 1915, homesteader Clarence Lytle, lured to Big Sky by the 1906
Forest Homestead Act that granted land to ranchers for a $10 filing
fee, built the original structures on this site. It became a vacation
ranch in 1927, when a Chicago papermill tycoon bought it and spared
no expense building cabins of native lodgepole pine. The tourist
industry in this scenic mountain area was just beginning, with
ranches hosting adventure-seeking “dudes” from the East Coast
who wanted to experience the West by panning for gold, riding
horses, fishing, and eating meals by campfire. What is now Lone
Mountain Ranch became a dude ranch in the 1930s. Over the years,
it transformed into a boys’ camp (and the first place in Montana
with underground electricity, installed in 1948); a logging operation
(which used the B-K and Hilltop cabins as schoolhouses for
workers’ children); and returned to hosting vacationers in the 1950s.
Auric Road purchased Lone Mountain Ranch in 2014, restoring its
buildings and honoring its heritage as a guest ranch with year-round
adventures across its 160 acres, access to thousands of acres of horseback
riding, and 85 km of Nordic ski trails that we groom each year.
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The United States acquired Montana Territory with the Louisiana
Purchase in 1803, but it wasn’t until nearly one hundred years later
that ranchers and early settlers first settled in this area. In fact, with
a year-round population of only 2,200 residents, Big Sky remains an
unincorporated community and, despite its growing star power as
a celebrity draw, still feels like the remote Old West.
In 1906, three camps around Lone Mountain agreed on a weekly price
of $12 per person including room and board, and $6 for a horse and
saddle. Host families in the area organized fish fries at Porcupine
Creek, chuckwagon cookouts at Ousel Falls, and campfires with
songs and stories. Located only 18 miles from Yellowstone National
Park, the first national park in the country, the area has a long
tradition of leading adventurers into the West’s most inspiring places.

In winter, Big Sky is home to the biggest
skiing area in America, with more than 5,800
acres of skiable terrain spread across four
mountains, 4,350 vertical feet, and 85 km
of award-winning Nordic trails.
Although our community has been a draw for over a century, it
didn’t take on the name “Big Sky” until our neighbor resort, Big Sky
Resort, opened in 1973 and popularized the area as a ski community.
Just north of the ski resort, the “Canyon” area of Big Sky surrounds
the Gallatin River, a favorite destination for white water rafters and
kayakers. Named after Albert Gallatin, Secretary of the Treasury
during the time the Lewis and Clark Expedition traversed these parts,
it attracts fly-fishers from around the world. You might recognize it as
the famous backdrop from the 1992 movie A River Runs Through It.

THE AREA

BIG SKY

The headwaters of
the Yellowstone Rivers…
is hereby reserved
and withdrawn from
settlement, occupancy,
or sale… and dedicated
and set apart as a public
park or pleasuring-ground
for the benefit and
enjoyment of the people.
THE YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK
PROTECTION ACT, 1872

YELLOWSTONE
President Ulysses S. Grant and the U.S. Congress established
Yellowstone as the first national park in the United States in 1872
—and it’s widely considered to be the first national park in the world.
Early explorers and photographer William Henry Jackson and
painter Thomas Moran returned from the 1871 Hayden Expedition
to survey the territory. They captivated Congress with their images
of the steaming geysers, majestic pines, and towering rock peaks of
this surreally beautiful place.
It was an important act in those early days, since it would permanently
protect the area from settlement—a departure from an established
policy of transferring public lands to private ownership—and allow
it to stay the pristine natural wilderness you’ll still see today.
In 1917, the newly formed National Park Service took over the
management of Yellowstone National Park’s 3,468 acres of lakes,
canyons, rivers, and mountain ranges and the hundreds of mammals,
birds, fish, reptiles, and amphibians that live there, including some
that are endangered. Hundreds of structures from its 11,000 years of
habitation by indigenous people are now protected. Most people know
Yellowstone for its Yellowstone Caldera, the largest supervolcano in
the world; its Steamboat geyser (the tallest in the world); Old Faithful
(the most predictable); and its many other geothermal wonders.
Our Lone Mountain Ranch naturalist guides are also certified
Yellowstone National Park guides, with a lifetime of expertise and
the most comprehensive access to the park. We’ll take you for a
hike, picnic, photography session, or even a multi-day adventure
into our grand backyard.

THE AREA

Let our expert
guides take you
into Yellowstone
National Park,
only 18 miles away.

HOME ON THE RANGE

Here is some information that will come
in handy for your stay here on the ranch.
Our staff is just a text away.
Our staff is just a text away. Need help with your fireplace,
pillows, or just need an extra toothbrush? We’re on it: 406.300.5808
Our horses love a treat. Stop by The Outpost and pick up
some carrots to feed them.
Our water is rated #1 in the country for purity. It comes from
pure mountain snowmelt and is tested regularly. Enjoy it right from
the tap. (Fill up your LMR water bottle and take it wherever you go!)
Want to book or change activities? Pop in to The Outpost or
shoot us a text.
We have a laundry room. It’s located behind Horn & Cantle, and
stocked with detergent. Feel free to use it any time during your stay.
Want a quiet night in? In the summer, you’ll find bocce ball, a
horseshoe pit, and cornhole on our lawn in good weather. And all year
round, you will find an assortment of games in your cabin that you can
enjoy while listening to vinyl on your in room record player.
Have some good, safe fun. Bears are a reality in Big Sky. Avoid
hiking alone, stick to the trail, and carry bear spray (we provide it in
The Outpost). All our guides carry it on tours.
LMR RITUALS
Each afternoon at 3 p.m., we light our two fire pits on
the front lawn. Stop by the front desk at the Outpost for
one of our custom made s’mores kits for you to enjoy by the fire.
To kickstart your day, we deliver steeping hot coffee
directly to your doorstep each morning between 7:30 & 7:45. At
check in, specify whether you’d like cream or one of our milk
options and we’ll include that on your first morning. Keep the
milk in your fridge and let us know when you need a restock.

We’ll make sure you’re stocked with fireplace supplies each day
during our daily service of your room. Housekeeping will perform
services everyday between 9 a.m.-5 p.m., and turn down service
from 6 p.m.-10 p.m. Please text us if you would like additional
housekeeping services, or no services at all.
Enjoy our weekly discovery events in the summer season, like the
ranch BBQ, ranch olympics, cowboy breakfast and ridge dinner.

Not a Boy Scout? Building a fire
in our cabin fireplaces is easy:
STEP 1.

STEP 2.

STEP 3.

Place 4 pieces
of crumpled
newspaper
at the base of
the fireplace.

Place 2 pieces
of “fatwood”
or kindling
3 inches apart
horizontally across
the newspaper.

Place 2 more
pieces of kindling
on top of the
first 2 in the
opposite direction,
3 inches apart.

STEP 4.

STEP 5.

ENJOY!

Place 1 small
piece of firewood
on top of
the kindling.

Light newspaper
with provided
matches in the
wooden matchbox
next to the fireplace.

HELPFUL TIPS
Make sure there is space between each log and underneath each log.
Stacking wood in different directions will help keep the fire going.
To get the fire going at first if it seems to be smoldering, blow carefully
on the lit newspaper. This will add more oxygen and help get it started.

HOW TO USE OUR FIREPLACES

HOW TO BUILD A FIRE

Deer, elk, or black bear? Here’s a guide to a
few tracks you might see at and around LMR.
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Enjoy our Horn & Cantle for all your meals. Plus, look forward
to these special dining events throughout the week.

Horn & Cantle Hours:
BREAKFAST:

7 a.m. - 10 a.m.

LUNCH:

11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

SALOON MENU:

Noon - 9 p.m.

DINNER:

5 p.m. - 9 p.m.

SALOON:

Noon - Past Your Bedtime

SUMMER RANCH ACTIVITIES
Monday & Thursday Kids’ Movie Nights
Our Outdoor Youth Adventure staff hosts
these fun nights just for kids at Ranch Hall,
with a campfire, hot dogs, popcorn, and s’mores.
6 p.m.-9 p.m.

Tuesday Night Rodeo
WAGON RIDE: Starts at 5:30 p.m. from Horn & Cantle
DINNER: 5:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.
RODEO: 6 p.m.- 7:30 p.m.
CONCERT: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Thursday Cowboy Breakfast
Ride up on a horse or catch a quick wagon ride
to North Fork Cabin for a traditional cowboy breakfast.
HORSEBACK & WAGON RIDE: 7:45 a.m. from Horn & Cantle
COWBOY BREAKFAST: 8 a.m. -10 a.m.

Friday Night Ridge Dinner & Lawn Games
Enjoy dinner outdoors with one of the best views
from the ranch.
WAGON RIDE: Starts at 5:45 p.m.
DINNER: 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Sunday Night Ranch Olympics, Wagon Rides & BBQ
Enjoy a ranch-wide series of competitive activities as well as
wagon rides directly followed by our barbeque at Ranch Hall.
4 p.m.-6 p.m.

SPECIALTY DINING

DINE AROUND

OUR VENUES

HORN & CANTLE
Our ingredients, grown locally and sourced from Montana
purveyors, are the stars of Horn & Cantle’s menu. The other star,
of course, is the restaurant itself. Whether you have spent your day
hiking our trails, skiing, fishing trout streams, or even dogsledding,
we welcome you to settle in by our roaring fireplaces and talk
about your adventures over our cuisine. Our food, as much as
our incredible locale, tells the story of this place we’re fortunate
enough to call home.
HORN & CANTLE SALOON
Our vintage Western saloon is our guests’ favorite place to unwind
with a cocktail and appetizer. Try a local whiskey flight or a Lone
Mountain classic like our Big Sky Bramble (Big Horn bourbon,
lemon, and huckleberry compote). Or play it casual and make a
meal of our famous H & C Burger and cedar plank mushrooms
with local goat cheese.

Did you know?
The horn and cantle
are two of the most
important elements
of a traditional
Western saddle?

LYTLE BAR
This tucked away bar is located just inside the Outpost with an
accompanying outdoor deck with fire pits lit all day long to keep
you warm while you’re enjoying a drink from our Nordic inspired
cocktail menu. Prior to serving cocktails starting at 3 p.m., we offer
coffee, hot chocolate and a selection of pastries and snacks.
NORTH FORK CABIN
Take a wagon or a sleigh under starlit skies to
our most remote rustic cabin, which lies beside
the North Fork Creek and is surrounded by the
Gallatin Forest. The Horn & Cantle team cooks
private dinners and extended family get-togethers over a century-old
railroad cook stove. In the winter, you’ll dine on prime rib
and all the fixings, served family-style, in a room illuminated by
oil lanterns and accompanied by the tunes of a cowboy musician.
These experiences have been a cherished LMR tradition for 35 years.
RANCH HALL
Our covered outdoor event space is nestled in the trees of Lone
Mountain Ranch. It is regularly used for wedding and cocktail
receptions, private dinners, corporate team-building events, live
music, and yoga. For more information regarding rentals and special
events, please stop by The Outpost.
THE RIDGE
Take a horse-drawn wagon through Lone Mountain Ranch
up to the most impressive view in Big Sky—an outdoor space that
looks out toward Lone Peak. Ask the ranch concierge about our
private horse corral and wagon ride.

OUR VENUES

THE OUTPOST
Our front desk check-in area, retail shop, activities desk,
and tucked-away bar can all be found in The Outpost. We have
a selection of cowboy boots, riding helmets, bear spray, fishing
waders and boots for fishing trips all available to borrow. In the
winter, we have snowshoes and Nordic ski equipment available
for rent, Yacktrax ice spikes for loan or purchase, and ice skates
and sleds to borrow at no charge.

My favorite state has
not yet been invented.
It will be called Montana,
and it will be perfect.
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 1864

Restaurants and Bars
ACRE KITCHEN: Green juice, kombucha, and even
a beetroot latte are available at this bright kitchen in Big
Sky Town Center. Healthy food made from local ingredients.

acre-kitchen.square.site • 406.993.2333
BEEHIVE BASIN BREWERY: A microbrewery and
tap room in town center with a rotating selection of
barrel-aged beers, session IPAs, nitro stouts, Belgian
ale, and its staples like Pig and Rooster Imperial IPA,
Working Guys Cream Ale, and 50 Caliber Coffee Porter.

beehivebasinbrewery.com • 406.995.7444
BLUE BUDDHA SUSHI LOUNGE: Great specialty
sushi rolls at the only sit-down sushi place in town.
We love the cherry blossom-themed Omakase Room
for private group dinners.
bigskybluebuddha.com • 406.993.2583

BUCK’S T-4: Opened in 1946 as a hunting lodge by Buck
and Helen Knight, this restaurant became a favorite watering
hole and eating establishment for locals, hunters, and tourists.
The menu features wild game, hand-cut steaks, and daily
specialties paired with an impressive wine menu.

buckst4.com/dining • 406.995.4111

OUR INSIDER GUIDE TO BIG SKY

We live, dine & shop in Big Sky.
These are our favorite places
to experience the local culture.

OUR INSIDER GUIDE TO BIG SKY

MICHAELANGELO’S: Fantastic Italian cuisine
with an extensive by-the-glass wine menu.

michaelangelosbigsky.com • 406.995.7373
MILKIE’S PIZZA & PUB: A local pub atmosphere
and our favorite place to watch sports.
milkiespizza.com • 406.995.2900

OUSEL & SPUR PIZZA CO.: Gourmet pizza,
including local Montana toppings like elk sausage.
ouselandspurpizza.com • 406.995.71715

THE RIVERHOUSE: Our favorite place for a cocktail
with a view, or to eat Texas-style BBQ, right on the banks of
the Gallatin River. We love the $7 fried chicken dinner meal.

riverhousebbq.com • 406.995.7427
THE ROCKS: A tasting room and liquor store in Big Sky
town center that features Montana-made spirits and beer.

bigskytowncenter.com • 406.995.2066
THE STANDARD: Sophisticated new Art Deco-inspired
cocktail lounge serving killer classic, barrel-aged, and
“modernist” cocktails, as well as delicious desserts
masquerading as cocktails.
standardbigsky.com • 406.290.3900

YETI DOGS: Legendary hot dog place at Big Sky
Resort that’s inexpensive and fun. Try everything from
the purist beef dog to the “Ono” (with BBQ sauce,
bacon, and pineapple). It’s a Big Sky institution.
yetidogsbigsky.com • 253.797.2017

ARI O JEWELRY: A local jeweler who creates unique
and bespoke pieces in her design studio/showroom.
ariojewelry.com • 406.995.2303

EAST SLOPE OUTDOORS: Gear for virtually any
Montana adventure. Plus: The best Big Sky hats and tees.
eastslopeoutdoors.com • 406.995.4369

GALLATIN RIVER GALLERY: One-of-a-kind
photography, painting and sculpture.
gallatinrivergallery.com • 406.995.2909

MAN OF THE WOODS BARBERSHOP: A new
barbershop in Big Sky that’s doing precision haircuts
and straight-razor shaves in a nostalgic environment.
motwbarber.com • 406.518.1802

MONTANA SUPPLY CO.: Authentic Montana style
and outdoor goods in Big Sky Town Center.
montanasupplyco.com • 406.995.3490

RELIC: One-of-a-kind home design and goods,
clothing, gifts, and jewelry, most made by artisans in Montana.
relicusa.com • 406.995.3387

RHINESTONE COWGIRL: A great shop for
women’s western clothes, plus jewelry and accessories.
bigskytowncenter • 406.995.2298

SKY BOUTIQUE: Unique high-quality
clothing and premium denim.
bigskytowncenter • 406.993.2021

THE CAVE: Spirits, cigars, and gifts. Look for
the big selection of made-in-Montana spirits.
thecavespiritsandgifts.com • 406.995.4343

OUR INSIDER GUIDE TO BIG SKY

Shops, Services & Art

THINGS TO DO FROM BIG SKY TO BOZEMAN

You won’t see all of our favorite sights
around town on the internet. Here are
some of our favorite sights that will leave
you feeling more connected to the beauty
& history of Big Sky.

SPOT ANIMALS IN THE WILD
When you make a right turn at the Conoco Station
headed toward Big Sky, look out the right side of your
car for the herd of Bighorn sheep that live there.
On the way to Big Sky from Gallatin Gateway make a right
toward Ted Turner’s Flying D Ranch to see herds of bison from
a distance. We don’t encourage entering private property!

SEE A T-REX ON A RAINY DAY
The Museum of the Rockies in Bozeman has the world’s
largest collection of fossilized T-Rex and Triceratops
skeletons in the world. In fact, 75 species of dinosaurs
have been found right here in Montana! 1 hour away
museumoftherockies.org • 406.994.2251

EXPLORE PREHISTORIC SITES
Pictograph Cave State Park is a National Historic Landmark,
home to generations of prehistoric hunters who left behind
artifacts and over 100 pictographs in Pictograph Cave—
with rock art that’s over 2,000 years old. 3 hours away
fwp.mt.gov/stateparks/pictograph-cave • 406.254.7342

The Gallatin History Museum, housed
in Bozeman’s circa 1911 jail, includes
a historic log cabin, actual gallows,
a massive photo archive, and lots of
old Montana memorabilia. 1 hour away
gallatinhistorymuseum.org • 406.522.8122

TAKE A CAVE TOUR
One of the largest-known limestone caves in the northwest
can be found at Lewis & Clark Caverns State Park in Whitehall,
where you can camp, picnic, and go deep into the caves with a
tour guide between May and September. 2 hours away
fwp.mt.gov/stateparks/lewis-and-clark-caverns • 406.287.3541

RELAX IN A GEOTHERMAL BATH
Norris Hot Springs is open summer and winter for a
$10 soak in the springs. You can even order food made
from ingredients grown from its own garden and hang out in
the hot spring while listening to live music. 90 minutes away
norrishotsprings.com • 406.685.3303

THINGS TO DO FROM BIG SKY TO BOZEMAN

GO TO JAIL

EVENTS WE LOVE

THE BIG SKY FARMERS MARKET
Every Wednesday from June through August (6-8 p.m.),
the farmers market in Big Sky Town Center is the place
to check out artisan-made products and local foods in
a fun family atmosphere. (Tip: Don’t miss the paella truck.)
June-August • bigskytowncenter.com/farmers-market

BIG SKY PBR
“Big Sky’s Biggest Week” of Touring Pro
Division PBR bull riding, fundraisers, and fun
is one of the most anticipated weeks of the year.
July • bigskypbr.com

NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURE
Each year, the tribal nations of Montana host showcases
of their culture, dances, food, and rodeo. They’re some of
the most exciting events throughout the year, and with many
on offer, you can usually find one that coincides with your stay.
visitmt.com/places-to-go/indian-country/indian-country-events

BIG SKY CHRISTMAS STROLL - EARLY DECEMBER
Big Sky has hosted a Christmas stroll with festivities,
gatherings and all sorts of holiday events every December
for nearly 25 years. Check the town’s site for the year’s
fun as we near the holiday season.
December • bigskytowncenter.com/bigskychristmasstroll

ADVENTURE:

Summer
Activities

ADVENTURE: SUMMER ACTIVITIES AT LMR

HORSEBACK RIDING
For over a century, Lone Mountain Ranch’s team of horses have
brought ranchers and visitors into parts of the backcountry that few
get to see. To provide specialized attention to every guest, adventures
are limited to a few riders per wrangler. Wranglers will spend the
first ride assessing abilities and matching riders with their best
horses. Previous riding experience is not
required—our highly trained wranglers
can teach beginners the skills they need to
enjoy their time on horseback or advance
the skills of more experienced riders.
ROPING LESSONS
Come meet with our wranglers in the horse barn and learn how to throw
a loop. In the West, a ranch hand is nothing without good rope skills!
HORSEMANSHIP CLINIC
Come get more comfortable with your riding companion. In these
clinics we will cover everything from basic horse care and tacking to
an in-depth discussion of horse psychology and behavior.
GUIDED HIKING
Lone Mountain Ranch, Big Sky, and the surrounding
National Forest Wilderness are all home to countless
beautiful hikes. Join one of our Lone Mountain Ranch
naturalists for an adventure on the trail. They’ll help choose
a trail that matches your ability level and expectations.

Our Favorite Hikes
OUSEL FALLS
PARK TRAIL:

8 min. drive
1.6 miles, easy
BEEHIVE BASIN:

15 min. drive
7.1 miles, moderate

SPECIMEN CREEK:

25 min. drive
15.5 miles, moderate
LAVA LAKE TRAIL:

25 min. drive
6 miles, advanced

STORM
CASTLE PEAK:

30 min. drive
4.6 miles,
advanced

Our naturalist guides at Lone Mountain Ranch are also accredited
Yellowstone guides, with a lifetime of expertise and the most
comprehensive, turnkey access to the park. We’ll show you the
history and geology, to the backcountry and wildlife. Arrange a hike,
picnic, photography expedition, or to see iconic landscapes and
geysers such as Old Faithful. We even offer an evening wildlife tour
including a family-style dinner.
MOUNTAIN BIKING
The trails in Big Sky offer both long, spirited
rides and heart-pumping adrenaline rushes.
Our guides will outfit you with a bike and
safety gear for a trip on our local trail system,
which has a trail for every ability level.
CANOEING AND PADDLEBOARDING
Choose from two offerings throughout the week at Lone Mountain
Ranch. Take a short, half-day trip to Lake Levinsky in Big Sky or
a full-day journey to Hebgen Lake in West Yellowstone. On either
trip you’ll enjoy a relaxing day in the sun while you paddle around
pristine waters. Lone Mountain Ranch is fully equipped with
canoes, kayaks, paddleboards, and safety
equipment. Our Hebgen Lake trip includes
a shoreline lunch packed and prepared for
you by the Horn & Cantle kitchen.

Feel like venturing out on your own?
Make sure you follow
a few basic safety rules:
• Stay on marked trails
• Never hike alone
•T
 ake a can of bear spray
(we provide it in The Outpost)

Scan the QR code
for local trail maps

ADVENTURE: SUMMER ACTIVITIES AT LMR

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK TOURS

ADVENTURE: SUMMER ACTIVITIES AT LMR

3-D ARCHERY
Put your sights to the test on our 3-D Archery course.
The Lone Mountain Ranch archery course is made
up of life-size, high-density foam archery targets
that depict different species you will find in the wild
around Montana. Spend time with a professional guide on our
practice course while sighting in your fully adjustable compound
bow before you “hit the woods.” You may even find your new
sporting passion on our course, as many previous guests have.
HIGH & LOW ROPES CHALLENGE COURSE
Our on-site Challenge Course is a fun professionally guided
experience to do with family or solo. If heights aren’t your forte,
challenge yourself on our low element cable course. At any level
it’s a great accomplishment!
AXE THROWING
Few things are more satisfying than hitting the bullseye
of a target with an axe. Axe throwing at the ranch is geared
toward family-friendly competition. A Lone Mountain Ranch
guide leads groups through a safety and instructional orientation
before the axes fly toward our wooden slab targets.
YOGA
Loosen up after a few days of adventures in one
of our yoga classes that take place on the main lawn,
or in the yurt, depending on time of day and weather.
OUTDOOR YOUTH ADVENTURE PROGRAM
A summer day camp for kids, dedicated to building confidence
through outdoor recreation and developing an appreciation for
nature. Experienced and energetic staff will lead kids through a
variety of adventures geared to inspire and challenge all age groups.
Available late May through August.
NIGHT PHOTOGRAPHY HIKE
This 4 – 6 p.m. hike will provide opportunities to take photos during
golden hour. We will provide cameras, but guests are welcome to bring
their own. Guides will give tips for getting the best photos!

Situated between the world-famous
Madison and Gallatin Rivers, LMR is the
idyllic place to fish blue ribbon streams
for rainbow, brown, brook, and native west
slope cutthroat trout. The fly-fishing guides
will provide anglers of all levels with the skills and gear they need
to begin or advance their sport. For some, there is no more relaxing
experience than casting a fly rod. For others, there is no greater
thrill. Our local partners tailor the experience to your interests, skill
level, and desire to explore.
FLY-TYING
Meet with our fly-tying guides in the yurt, where you will learn
how to tie the seasonal flies that our fly-fishing team uses on
an excursion. Book a trip on the river and use the flies you’ve
expertly tied.
WHITEWATER RAFTING
We partner with Geyser Whitewater
to offer rafting trips (we recommend
a half-day trip) at different levels
based on the season and water levels.
Available to all ages over six years.
GOLF
The Big Sky Golf Course is located about five minutes from
Lone Mountain Ranch. We recommend booking tee times early.
Pricing varies based on the season and number of holes. Club
rentals are available.
ZIPLINING
Big Sky Resort offers two different ziplining tours—a high-speed
line for thrill-seekers and a family zipline.

ADVENTURE: SUMMER OFF-RANCH ACTIVITIES

FLY FISHING

ADVENTURE: SUMMER OFF-RANCH ACTIVITIES

HOT AIR BALLOON RIDES
Enjoy an amazing hot air balloon experience
over Big Sky. The rides require 4 people and
are, of course, dependent on weather.
ROCK CLIMBING
Rock climbing options include half- or full-day
climbing experiences based on the type of tour
you’re seeking, number of people, and ability level.
MASSAGE SERVICES
We offer massage services through our spa partner, Santosha.
You may book massages through the Ranch, which includes
transportation and gratuity on your room charge.

After gray wolves were driven extinct in Yellowstone
National Park a century ago by ranchers seeking
to protect their cattle, scientists began to
understand their role in the ecosystem. Eliminating
top predators in the food chain causes a “trophic
cascade,” changing the prey population. Their
extinction increased the elk population, which wiped
out young trees and plants—and Yellowstone began
turning barren. Gray wolves were reintroduced into
Yellowstone in 1995. There are now 8 packs of
wolves, totaling at least 94 wolves, in the park.

WHERE TO SEE THEM:
Wolves come out at dawn and
dusk; you’ll rarely see them
during the day. The northern
range of the Yellowstone is one
of the best places to find them.

ADVENTURE:

Winter
Activities

ADVENTURE: WINTER ACTIVITIES AT LMR

BACKCOUNTRY NORDIC SKIING
With 85 km of carefully maintained woodland trails cross
phenomenal mountain terrain, so it’s no wonder Lone Mountain
Ranch has been voted Cross Country Skier magazine’s #¹ Nordic
ski destination in North America. Our knowledgeable guides,
dependable snow, and wide range of trails
offer something for everyone from beginners
to hardcore athletes. We operate our
trail skiing with a special permit from
Custer Gallatin National Forest.
SNOWSHOEING
Outside our Nordic trail system are 30 km of snowshoe trails that
meander through the ranch. Start at your cabin door and trek alone,
with friends or family, with a guide, or even lit by the moon; full
moon snowshoe tours are a favorite of guests and locals. Snowshoes
are available for rent in The Outpost, and a trail map will get you
started on your journey.
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK TOURS
There is nothing more special than the quiet of Yellowstone in
winter. Lone Mountain Ranch guides are trained and certified
Yellowstone Park guides, ready to take you to parts of the park
inaccessible to other visitors. Cross country ski
or snowshoe into the backcountry, or take a
snowcoach to explore the most iconic scenery.
Bison, elk, wolves, eagles, and brightly colored
steaming geysers are in view this time of year.
SKATE SKI GROUP LESSONS
Join one of our professional guides to further your classic crosscountry skiing skills. Participants must have one full year of classic
ski experience. You’ll learn the techniques of the marathon skate,
V-1, V-2, and V-2 alternative. Private lessons are available.
EVENING SKI OR SNOWSHOE SOCIALS
Our instructors take guests on an hour-long social Nordic ski or
snowshoe trip to enjoy the evening sunset before you join us for
drinks or dinner at Horn & Cantle.

A classic draw for our guests and locals for over 35 years, the Sleigh
Ride Dinner sweeps you off through the snow for a 20-minute ride
under a starlit sky to our historic and remote North Fork Cabin.
You’ll be greeted with a shot of honey moonshine, and enjoy a
classic Montana prime rib meal cooked over a century-old railroad
stove and illuminated by oil lamps. Dinner is served family-style
with rosemary popovers, crème fraiche mashed potatoes, roasted
vegetables, and huckleberry cobbler. Our cowboy singer/storytellers
provide the entertainment, and you’ll enjoy a sleigh ride back to
The Outpost once dinner is complete.
MOUNTAIN AND MEADOW GUIDED
CROSS COUNTRY SKI TOUR
A guided 2 hour tour of our extensive trail system, through the
mountains and meadows that surround LMR. You’ll be shuttled to
the top of our system and make your way back to the ranch for hot
chocolate at The Outpost. Experience with classic cross-country
skiing is recommended for this tour.
SLEDDING
Nostalgic for a little childhood activity—or have kids of your own?
Stop by The Outpost and borrow a sled! There is no need to reserve
this complimentary, self-guided activity.
YOGA
Loosen up after a few days of adventures in one of our
yoga classes. Text concierge for details on times and location.

ADVENTURE: WINTER ACTIVITIES AT LMR

SLEIGH RIDE DINNER

ADVENTURE: OFF-SITE WINTER ACTIVITIES

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK
SNOW COACH TOUR
This day-long tour travels by snow coach (buses mounted on
oversized, low-pressure tires), allowing you to travel smoothly
over the snow, while elevating you for better viewing. Breakfast
and lunch are provided. Private tours are available.
DOGSLEDDING
Excursion with our partners at Yellowstone Dog Sled Adventures
& Spirit of the North. Around every bend you’ll see majestic peaks,
unobstructed views of Fan Mountain and untouched landscapes.
Sit back and glide quietly along or try driving with hands-on
instruction from experienced guides.
DOWNHILL SKIING
LMR is located just 10 minutes from Big Sky
Resort and features 11,166 of elevation, 5,700
skiable acres, 4,350 feet of vertical drop, 22 chairs,
300 runs, 4 mountains, and an average of 400-plus inches
of annual snowfall. We include transportation to and from the slopes
and can fully outfit you from the convenience of your own room.
ICE SKATING
Grab skates from The Outpost, and our team will drive you to the
Big Sky Community Ice Rink for some winter fun. There is no need
to reserve this complimentary, self-guided activity.
MASSAGE SERVICES
We offer massage services through our spa partner, Santosha.
You may book massages through the Ranch, which includes
transportation and gratuity on your room charge.
SNOWMOBILING
IN WEST YELLOWSTONE OR BIG SKY
Take a guided snowmobile tour in West Yellowstone, past the park’s
incredible geysers, or stay in Big Sky and book a half or full-day trip.
Transportation for the West Yellowstone trip is not included; Big Sky
transportation is included for our guests who sign up for the Discovery Package.

Spend your morning scaling the ice with Montana Alpine Guides.
Experienced guides will customize your instruction to your
individual climbing abilities. Leave with wild stories and the
memories of an amazing challenge. Gear is provided.
HORSEBACK RIDING
Our friends at Jake’s horses offer winter trail rides just 2 ½ miles
south of Big Sky. With a two thousand foot lower elevation,
these rides are in warmer weather and sometimes even sunny
when it’s snowing up at the ranch. You can often see wildlife
with frequent sightings of Elk, Moose, Deer and Coyotes.
Just remember to dress warmly and note that bigger stirrups
are offered in the winter so they can fit your winter boots.
FLY FISHING
Situated between the world-famous Madison and Gallatin Rivers,
LMR is the idyllic place to fish blue ribbon streams for rainbow,
brown, brook, and native west slope cutthroat trout. The fly-fishing
guides will provide anglers of all levels with the skills and gear they
need to begin or advance their sport. For some, there
is no more relaxing experience than casting
a fly rod. For others, there is no greater thrill.
Our local partners tailor the experience to your
interests, skill level, and desire to explore.

Did you know?
The “Canyon” area of Big Sky surrounds the Gallatin
River, a favorite destination for white water rafters,
kayakers and fly fishers from around the world. You
might recognize it as the famous backdrop from the
1992 movie A River Runs Through It.

ADVENTURE: WINTER ACTIVITIES AT LMR

ICE CLIMBING

EVENT WEEKS AT LMR

Book a themed week at LMR.
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK PACK TRIP
Channel the first explorers to discover Yellowstone National Park
on a six-night, seven-day pack trip that heads out into Yellowstone’s
backcountry. You’ll journey with the group into the serene beauty
of undisturbed areas of the park and feel like you’re taking a journey
back in time. Return to enjoy three nights at LMR.
Select 2022 and 2023 dates

TASTE - A FEAST OF MUSIC
+ FOOD + SPIRITS
Our annual Labor Day culinary weekend
at LMR showcases our favorite wineries,
breweries, and distilleries, whose
delicious offerings you can pair with food
provided by Horn & Cantle. On Saturday, stroll the ranch, meet our
horses, and later enjoy live music under the stars and an epic BBQ.
September 18-22, 2022

FIELD TRIP (ADULT WEEK)
Like camp, only for adults. A week of all meals, horseback
riding, hiking, canoeing, wine-tasting, fly-fishing, a tour of
Yellowstone National Park and more, all sans kids.
September 22-26, 2022

COWGIRL GETAWAY
An adventure week with your best girlfriends with guided
Yellowstone tours, horseback trail riding, yoga sessions, days
of adventure, live music, and bonding around the campfire.
September 26-30, 2022

To book and find the most up to date
information on theme weeks visit our site:
lonemountainranch.com/packages

I’m in love with Montana.
For other states I have
admiration, respect, recognition,
even some affection.
But with Montana it is love.
JOHN STEINBECK

HORSE PROGRAM

HORSES AT LMR
During the summer season, Lone Mountain Ranch—which is still a
working ranch—operates with up to 100 horses. Each of our horses
have a special job, from taking care of a young child on a first ride to
pulling loads of people in sleighs through the snow to our dinners in
North Fork Cabin.

In summer
months
we have
100 horses.
Each horse
eats 15-20
pounds of
hay in a day.

Our horses that pull the sleighs and
wagons are draft horses: Belgians,
Percherons, and Clydesdale crosses.
Our saddle horses are a mixed bunch,
mostly American Quarter Horses.
Our main herd spends their winters in
Twin Bridges, Montana, where our ranch
gets all our hay for its horse operations in
summer and winter. Our impressive draft

horses stay with us in both the summer and winter. Our other horses
live in Driggs, Idaho and Jackson, Wyoming when they’re not with us
at Lone Mountain Ranch.
We’re a friendly bunch down in the barn, so feel free to come
down and see us anytime. Our horses love treats, and you can grab
a bag of carrots at The Outpost on your way.

PEANUT

OUR SMALLEST HORSE
WEIGHS 600 POUNDS

LYNN

OUR LARGEST HORSE
WEIGHS 2100 POUNDS

Keep yourself and our horses safe with a few tips:
•	Never approach a tied horse—from
the rear or front—without speaking
to a wrangler first.
•	Avoid the barnyard while rides are
loading or unloading.
•	You’re more than welcome to feed
the horses; just get a few quick tips
from staff beforehand.
•	Keep dogs and yard games away
from the barnyard and trail rides;

It’s important
to develop
a strong
relationship
with your
horse because
horses are
herd animals
who feel safer
in numbers.

they make our horses skittish.
•	No running around the horses. When they hear your thundering
feet, they think their hooves should do the same!

Did you know? Horses have their own language—“Equus,”
or the Latin word for horse. It’s almost entirely body language.
Like other non-predators, horses need to communicate without
drawing unwanted attention from predators. The term “horse
whisperer” refers to a person who has learned to use their own
body language to work with a horse via its own language.
With the largest eyes of all land mammals, horses have vision
that’s very different from ours. Their eyes are set on the side of
their head and they have an approximately 350-degree field of
vision. The areas directly in front and behind them are blind spots.
Ever wonder why a horse acts more nervous on a windy day?
They’re superb at detecting movement, but their color vision is
less well-developed than ours. When it’s windy, horses are less
able to spot the movement of potential predators.

HORSE PROGRAM

HORSE SAFETY

Of all the memorable
views, the best have
been framed by
Montana windows.
WILLIAM HJORTSBERG

Take over our entire ranch to throw an unforgettable family
gathering, corporate retreat, or annual meeting. Lone Mountain
Ranch is an epic setting for a memorable wedding—complete
with cabins for hosting your entire wedding party. We’ll tailor
your get-together with adventures that are included and cater
them with cuisine made by our world-class chef from ingredients
that are grown and sourced locally.
Our sister properties, Korakia Pensione in Palm Springs and
Hotel Joaquin in Laguna Beach, are just the right size for hosting
weddings, multi-generational celebrations, corporate retreats,
and other gatherings in their unique settings.

BIG SKY
MT

PALM SPRINGS
CA

Scan this QR code to find
out more about taking over
our properties, creating your
perfect event, and designing
the adventures that will
make it memorable.

LAGUNA BEACH
CA

HOSTING AN EVENT AT LMR

Designing your event
is our specialty.

Want to keep all this information handy? Scan this QR code.

FOR GUEST SERVICE PLEASE TEXT
YOUR REQUEST TO 406.300.5808
OUR WIFI NETWORK IS LONEMOUNTAINRANCH
(NO PASSWORD IS REQUIRED)

Follow @lonemountainranch on Instagram.
We love when you tag us in your posts and stories.

